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      THE SCRIBE 
 

 
 
From Pastor Ken            June 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Worship Schedule 

Starts Sunday, June 5 
One service at 9:00am 

Outdoor worship begins Sunday, June 19 
 
 

Inside Outside 
June 5 June 19 
June 12 July 3 
June 26 July 17 
July 10 July 31 
July 24 August 14 
August 7 August 28 
August 21  

 
 

 
Didi 

 
Our missionary to the Congo, Didi Panzo, will be with us for the weekend of June 17-19. Mark your 

calendars so you don’t miss what God is doing among the people of Boma, the orphans and farmers, 
as well as at the Bible School where Didi is teaching. We do not know yet if his wife, Serafina, will be 

able to join him. She is recovering from a stroke and receiving physical therapy on the east coast. 
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Joining Jesus on His Mission 

Today I went to the store.   As usual I thought my outing was all about me. But a fellow, as I was exiting the store, held the 
door open for me in humility.  For a reason I do not know I felt compelled that I should give this fellow $20, very 
specifically.  While he held the door open for me and I exited I asked him how his day was going.  He gave me an honest 
answer in that things were not going well for him at all.  I implored him to speak with me when he was done with the store. 

He taught me that he had lost his mother recently, his girlfriend was sick with covid, and he just buried his father this 
week.  I heard him.  Then I gave him the $20 out of my wallet that I was initially compelled to do so, telling him that it was 
just a weird thing I felt compelled to do because of Jesus Christ.  He thanked me and told me that he was budgeting his 
last dollars in such and such a way and offered to give me change for what he actually needed.  I just told him that God 
loved him and would take care of him. Clearly, I do not know his circumstances fully.  He never asked me for anything but 
was so thankful for such a small gift, which was compelled on my part by God. 

Sometimes this happens.  We are given a compelling directive from God, and it is good that we fulfill it.  That might be the 
best $20 I ever spent, but I will not know probably until Christ comes back to earth. 

That fellow was a Christian, according to what he confessed to me.  If I question God, it would only be to why He didn’t 
incline me to give $1000 dollars to him.  But as he said he just needed less than $20 and offered to give me change. 

Jesus is out there folks.  All He asks us to do is join Him on His Mission. Be sharp to the needs of others and God will give 
you wisdom on how to deal with it. 

Pastor John 
 

 

You may have noticed there is a sign at the Black Forest west entrance to the church property.  When 
we arrive the sign says “Welcome”, and that is how our congregation feels about everyone gathering 
here.  When we leave the sign says, “Entering the Mission Field”, which is to remind us of what Jesus is 
calling upon us to join Him in doing: Love everyone.  Thanks to the Evangelism and Property 
Committee for putting the sign up. 

 
 
Story of a Life Group 

About a year ago, I was asked to lead a Life Group. It was a little scary, but I said yes. My hesitations were I don't know if I 
can do it, I don't know that many people, will anyone want to join my group.  Maybe those should be categorized as 
excuses. My Life Group soon grew to 8 of us. We meet once a month for fellowship and a short Bible Study. The Bible 
Study consists of scripture and some questions to get us thinking about what that scripture means to us and how to 
practice it in our lives. What a wonderful experience this has been. Our group has grown with each meeting, and we are 
all very connected and supportive of each other. It is a great feeling to know we each have 7 more people that are praying 
for us and our families and friends. Our discussions get deeper every meeting and branch out from the questions 
provided. Each of us has shared parts of ourselves that may not have been shared if we hadn't grown together as a 
group. Every one of our groups is very happy to be a part of this mission of following Jesus. If you are considering joining 
a group or have enough people to start your own - all I can say is DO IT!  It is a decision that you will cherish long past the 
time spend together as a group once a month. 

Karen Gourley 

 

Life Groups: We have new opportunities for people to join existing and new Life 
Groups.  Get together with 8-12 fellow Christians, perhaps bring a friend, and prepare to 
make new friends or deepen relationships with existing ones.  Once a month we pray, 
eat, and have a bible study. If you are considering joining a Life Group, please contact 
Lisa in the office or Pastor John. 
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Announcements 

• Office Closures. The office will be closing at Noon on Fridays in June, July, and August. 

• Mom’s Group. Tuesday, June 7 @ 4:00p. The BFLC’s Mom’s Group has a faithful group of young mothers who meet 
once a month in the Fellowship Hall for bible studies, visits to the park and other fun activities. Contact Karina Isley. 

• Men’s Support Group. Thursday, June 23 @ 6:30p. Mike Regennitter and Jacob Oglesby invite men that may be 
struggling to join them in a conversation to discover that they are not alone and to connect with other men in a safe, 
confidential space. 

• Outdoor Family Movie Night. Saturday, June 24 @ 8:00p.  

• Traveler’s Group! For those of you new to the church since pre-covid-19, you may not be aware that we have a Senior 
Travel Group here at BFLC.   Although we seldom gathered once Covid-19 arrived we’re "gearing-up" once again!   Our 
main purpose is sharing time with fellow seniors who enjoy exploring our local areas via day outings as well as 2 - 4 
night get-a-ways. Several of us have taken extended trips together. We would love hearing new ideas. If you would like 
to know more, please contact Donna Ewers. See next scheduled outing below! 

Three-night get-away to check-out the wildflowers in Crested Butte and visit wineries and orchards to pick cherries in 
the Paonia area. We’ll depart Monday, June 27 returning on Thursday, June 30.  

Please contact Donna Ewers for lodging information. 

Mark your calendars for July and August 

• Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Day. Once per year there is the opportunity for men and women, 16 years and 
older, to have fun while contributing to a community service construction project with your BFLC friends.  Habitat for 
Humanity has scheduled that day on Saturday, July 16.  No construction experience necessary.  Sign in at the Habitat 
Trailer at corner of Bidwell Dr. and Beauport Dr.  You can work all day, or just a morning or afternoon.  Free lunch will 
be provided for all workers at noon. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. Learn about the local Habitat organization, 
and Noella, the grateful recipient of the home being built, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JGe6FRBh4M 

• Outdoor BBQ & Potluck Social! Saturday, July 30. Musical entertainment by local bluegrass and gospel group led by 
Bob Ucman. Stay tuned for further details! 

• Lemonade and Gingersnap Sunday! The Social Ministry Committee will host its annual Lemonade and Gingersnap 
Sunday following outdoor worship on Sunday, August 14. More information to follow.  

New 

Grief Group: Every Wednesday starting June 8 @ 1:00p in room #26 upstairs. Grief is as natural as 
eating or sleeping.  God has put into us all the emotions we need to move well through our grief. He knew 
we would need a way to work through our losses throughout life.  Led by Jan Duncan, please join us on 
this journey of healing. Any questions please contact Lisa in the church office. 

 

Calling All Scrapbookers  

Mary Montie has compiled scrapbooks which tell the story of Black Forest Lutheran Church back to 
its beginnings.  Year 2021 was just completed, so they are up to date. We are hoping to pass this 
project on to someone else who likes to scrapbook and document the life of this church.  Mary has 
written up a brief “job description” and would be happy to discuss with anyone who might be 
interested.   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JGe6FRBh4M
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Vacation Bible School 
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 

Monday, June 13 through Friday, June 17 
9:00a – 12:15p 

 

 

 

 

 
Kindergarten – 6th grade (grade refers to the grade they will be entering this fall) 

Cost: Free 
Registration forms are on the bulletin board in the narthex. Please turn into Lisa’s box on her door when filled out. 

 
VBS is always an outreach to our children as well as the children in the community. It provides a great venue for introducing 
children to Jesus and growing them in their relationships. Again, this year we are offering it free in the hopes that we can reach 
more children and families. We do need adults and teens to assist the Rainbow Trail counselors in running this program. Contact 
the office if you would like to be a part of this amazing outreach ministry. 
 

We are looking for: 

• A Coordinator to keep daily activities on schedule during the week 

• Dinner Hosts to have counselors over for dinner 

• Help with kiddos during the week 
 

Pick up a flyer and hand out to a neighbor, friend or co-worker! 

 
Details for MS/HS Day Camp Week 

Sunday, June 12 through Wednesday, June 15 
 
Sunday, June 12 – Potluck at 5:00p in the fellowship hall. We will also be starting our camp for MS/HS this night! 
 
Monday – Friday Volunteers from 8:45a to 12:15p. 
 
Sunday – Wednesday nights: 

 6:15p Gather/Mingle 
 6:20 Active Games 
 6:50 Snack/Drink/Break 
 7:00 Bible Study 
 8:00 Campfire/Small Group/Devo/Music 
 8:30 Dismiss 
 
Thursday: 

6:00p Program and Ice Cream Social  

 

Male Counselor positions available! 

Are you and/or a friend interested in outdoor ministry? Are you 
interested in a life changing summer in walking with campers in their 
faith journey while growing in your own? All this while enjoying the 
mountains of Colorado! Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp could be the 
place for you this summer with openings in our male counselor 
position!   

Contact Cam@rainbowtrail.org to find out more information of what 

the possibilities look like!  

You can visit www.rainbowtrail.org to apply today! 
  

Cam Regennitter 
Director of On-Site & 
Bridging Borders 
Colorado Springs, CO 

mailto:Cam@rainbowtrail.org
http://www.rainbowtrail.org/
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What Does the Social Ministry Committee Do?  

“Is it about social gatherings? Isn’t it the same as Congregational Life?  Are there lots of 
meetings?”  These are the questions we often hear during new member classes. 
No! to all the above!  
 

Purpose:  The purpose of the Social Ministry Committee is to communicate the need for action to the 
congregation regarding local, regional, national and global concerns outside the congregation.  We continually 
evaluate needs as they arise and bring them to the Congregation’s awareness.  We educate, challenge and 
offer opportunities for members of the congregation to be the “hands, feet, and heart of Christ.” 

 
In evaluating a congregation’s health index, one of the factors considered is what a congregation does outside its walls.  
Many will agree BFLC does that well!  What many may not know is that a large percentage of that is accomplished 
through the Social Ministry Committee.  When new members have joined our committee, they are usually amazed at the 
ministry this Committee accomplishes. Oh, by the way, there are only two meetings a year!   

Mary Montie 

 

Social Ministry – June Focus 

Releasing Children from Poverty – in Jesus’ Name! 

Being the hands and feet of Christ and showing love to others is what we are called to do 
– Called to Serve.  One way of doing that is to help children in extreme poverty escape their physical, economic, social, 
and spiritual poverty.  It is not a simple matter of sending them some money every now and then.  It is not just about 
telling them “Jesus loves you” – true as that is.  It is about a long-term commitment of instilling hope, self-esteem, and 
self-respect.  Most of us will never have that opportunity or the time to make an enormous difference in a child’s life, who 
lives in extreme poverty.  But a proven way we can impact a child’s life is through a child-sponsorship program. 
  
There are many child sponsorship organizations helping fight child poverty, and each organization has areas it focuses on 
and excels in.  So how do you choose one?  Some things to consider are: do you prefer faith-based or secular, what is the 
financial efficiency rating of the organization, and is there proof of success of the program or are testimonies of 
effectiveness sufficient?  Are you interested in specific countries around the world?  Would you like a one-on-one 
relationship with a sponsored child?  Would you also consider evaluations from charity-rating services such as CHARITY 
NAVIGATOR, GUIDESTAR, or CHARITY WATCH? 
  
Your Social Ministry Committee annually reviews many charities and is recommending Compassion International as a 
unique and proven way to release children from extreme poverty.  For about $1.25/day, you can select a child to sponsor, 
in a country you choose and help him/her through a life-changing experience.  Go to: 
https://www.compassion.com/home.htm for more information.  Or talk with David or Jennifer Reily. 

*This is the tagline and motto from Compassion International. 

  
 

I’ve heard about this Mission Endowment Committee, but what is it about? 

Have you heard of the “MEF,” or the “Mission Endowment Fund”?  Sometimes people only hear about it at 
an extremely emotional and stressful time, such as a memorial service for a friend or family member.  That’s 
not how we want it to be recognized. 

The MEF is a special fund of the congregation, set aside from all the other funds.  As established in the 
church’s constitution, the purpose of the MEF is to provide for mission work beyond the operational budget of our 
congregation.  That means, it does not receive funding in the annual budget and is only funded by individual donors in our 
congregation making a specific donation to this Fund.  Besides cash, members typically may give in the form of securities, 
cash life insurance, real estate, or other items.  It is something to consider as you conduct estate planning for your family. 

The MEF Committee oversees assets at Edward Jones, manages MEF disbursements and currently supports Pastor 
Albert in Madagascar.  Pastor Albert is required to obtain a master’s degree, and due to his location, must attend virtually 
via the internet.  He currently takes one to three classes a year, offered by the Institute of Lutheran Theology. 

If you would like to discuss donation plans or would like to join this committee (we meet quarterly for 90 minutes), please 
contact the church office or David Reily, committee chair.  Other committee members are Kent Stalnaker, Duane Wagner, 
and Sunny Wilson, and our Council liaison is Nadine Duffin. 
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Fisher House 

July is Birthday Month - Sunday, July 3rd 

BFLC celebrates the birthday of our nation and the birthdays of BFLC members with birthday 
cakes. We are asking you to give a gift-coin for every birthday you have celebrated. The coins 
collected that day will be given to the Rocky Mountain Fisher House. A container for your coins will 
be on the table, so please don’t put your birthday offering in the offering plate. This event is 
supported by the BFLC Social Ministry. 

 

The Rocky Mountain Fisher House  

Many veterans and active-duty military undergo extended medical treatment for several weeks or months, RMFH provides 
a place to stay at no cost to these families. The Rocky Mountain Fisher House has nine suites, with private bedrooms and 
baths. Families share a common kitchen, laundry facility, a warm dining room, and an inviting living room. The Rocky 
Mountain Fisher House ensures that there is never a lodging fee.  

The house is operated by the Denver VA Medical Center and supported by the Rocky Mountain Fisher House Foundation. 
The VA is responsible for maintenance, operations, upkeep, and staff.  

Guests are able to stay at the Rocky Mountain Fisher House as long as a veteran or active-duty service member is a 
patient at the hospital. Check out is expected at the time of the patient’s discharge.  

The foundation’s mission is to support the Rocky Mountain Fisher House through awareness and fundraising campaigns. 
An executive director, as well as a Board of Directors oversee the foundation. Together the foundation, the house 
manager, and the VA determine how to best serve the house and those who stay there.  

Unlike other military non-profits, Rocky Mountain Fisher House Foundation focuses its money on those staying in the 
house. The donations received help provide all the comforts of a real home including transportation to and from the VA 
hospital, cable TV, newspaper delivery, as well as snacks and bottled water. The Rocky Mountain Fisher House does not 
provide meals, but the foundation has set-up a ‘meal train’ app so that those who wish to volunteer and make a meal for 
the families staying at the house can easily do so.  

The Rocky Mountain Fisher House Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit.  
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50th Anniversary Wrap-Up 

What a joyous day our celebration was as we thanked and 
praised our Lord for this congregation!  Close to 200 people 
attended, the food was great, the bell choir performed 
beautifully, and a short visit with St. Paul (aka Pastor John) 
was uplifting!  As our banner said, we remembered, we rejoiced, and we renewed our 
baptismal promise to continue in the life of BFLC.   

Bishop Selbo updated us on what our church at large 
is doing - how wonderful to be a part of all that.  The 
bishop mentioned congregations often count the 
number of baptisms, confirmations and weddings that 
have been performed throughout the years at the time 
of their anniversary celebrations.  A little late, but here 
are the numbers: since 1971 we have celebrated 445 
baptisms, 370 young people confirmed and 190 
weddings!  The Holy Spirit at work! 
 

All copies of the history booklet have been given out; however, we do have a digital copy 
on the BFLC website.  
 
For those who contributed to the designated anniversary gift for this occasion - 
replacing/restoring our playground equipment - we have $7,700 seed money to begin the 
process.  Property Committee is working on quotes and will keep us posted. 

 

 

On April 30, 2022, the women of Black Forest Lutheran Church sponsored a morning to 

refresh, rejuvenate and revive MINDS, BODIES and SPIRITS at the Spring REVIVE! 

Event! 

Jacob Oglesby, one of our panelists, with 14+ years of professional family ministry 
experience and education dove into how to have better communication with your 
spouse, family, and even friends. Jacob also shared how to understand new cultures 
and how to be better equipped to handle the communications and conflict challenges 
that come along with it.  

Jan Duncan, an Ordained Southern Baptist Pastor, served the past 30+ years primarily 
as a Chaplain and served as a Director of Ministries for 12 years. Jan has conducted 
countless grief group sessions in hospitals, churches and community settings. Jan 
shared insights on grief and methods for not only coping but recovering from loss. 

As women, we’re frequently tempted to stretch ourselves thinner and thinner. Patsy Wurster led a self-assessment and 
discussion on techniques we can use to take better care of ourselves as we take care of others.  

Aside from the wonderful presentations and breakouts we also enjoyed music, food and had plenty of time to get to know 
each other! 

For information on our next REVIVE! Event, send an email to bflc@bflchurch.org or contact Lisa at 719-495-2221. 

 

  

Revive Day! 

April 30, 2022 
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Thank you! 

 From Catholic Charities of Greater Colorado: “Thank you for your gift of $500. Your support strengthens the programs 
and services provided to those in need.” 

 From Good Samaritan Foundation: “Thank you for your recent donation of $333.” 

 From Spiritual Orphans Network: “Thank you for your recent donation of $1,000 for SON Ukraine Relief Fund.” 

 From Rainbow Trail: “Thank you for your recent gift of $132 for our annual fund.” 

 From La Puente: “Thank you for your gift of $225 to support our general operations.” 

 From: World Mission Prayer League: “Thank you for your prayers and gift of $1,600.” 

 From: Iglesia Luterana San Pedro: “Thank you so much for your recent gift of $1.600.” 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Spring Workday Volunteers! 

Spring Workday 2022 was a big success! It was so wonderful to see so many volunteers – of all ages!! 
The weather cooperated and gave us warm temperatures to work outdoors and 
help get the church property looking nice. Several volunteers assisted in raking 
pine needles, clearing piles of slash, and prepping the sprinklers.  

 

 

Habitat Tool Drive 

The Habitat Tool Drive was a great success.  Thanks to you all for your generous donations.  Below you can see what we 
purchased.  Three Ryobi drill and driver (cordless) sets, a mid-sized DeWalt angle grinder (corded), one DeWalt portable 
router (corded), and a Stabila extendable 7’ to 12’ plate level and carrying case.  Gary Blake, the Habitat site manager, 
picked all of them out as major priorities.  We did good! 

-Joe Dowdy 
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Baby Corner! 
 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al Alberg 1 Benjamin & Jessica Worrell 1 

Jerry Jergensen 1 Todd & Jeanette Gould 3 

Naomi Mobley 3 Steve & Linda Langlais 3 

Norma Dodgen 5 Wolf & Rachael Thielmann 3 

Heather Hite 7 Jim & Sandy Fariss 5 

Shannon Kosman 7 Chad & Carrie Konstant 5 

Nadya Hildebrandt 9 Ric & Stephanie Maxsom 6 

Emma Beckman 10 Gary & Patsy Wurster 7 

Sophia Beckman 10 Rob & Shelly Pratt 8 

Tyler Strasner 10 John & Ginger Gale 10 

Bob Hahn 12 Kevin & Melissa DeVolve 11 

Heidi Mellon 13 Steve & Nancy Lord 11 

Dean Syverson 13 Tom & Linda Pratt 11 

Haldis Vanbuskirk 13 George & Ginny West 11 

Tyler Kvale 15 Bill & Karen Moreau 16 

Grayson Laskey 15 Mark & Michele Robinson 17 

Patrick Turechek 15 Amy & Winston Churchill 18 

Katie Callantine 18 James & Kris Mahurin 18 

Connie Schmeisser 18 Jim & Karla Olson 22 

Clara Makowsky 19 Jim & Deanna Hormann 25 

Dorothy Marlow 19 Bob & Cindy Winford 26 

Jen Reily 19 Bill & Mary Montie 27 

Mickey Bannister 22 Matt & Trina Seebach 27 

Del Lang 22 George & Norine Kerstein 28 

Stephanie Maxson 23   

Bill Willis 24   

Natalie Cole 26   

Electa Beckner 28   

Braidon Coughlin 28   

Jenna Yonce 29   

 

  

Kent and Janeen Anderson are happy to announce the birth of their granddaughter! 

Congratulations Kirsten and Dain McKeon on the new addition to their family! 

 

Welcome “Nova Skyler McKeon” 

Born 5/2/22 - 6 lbs – 7 oz. – 19 inches 
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Hello all, 

For many, the month of May brings with it hopeful expectation. Things such as school coming to an end for the summer, 
maybe a vacation day or two to see God’s beautiful creation or to spend time with loved ones, and for us here at BFLC 
getting outside for our summer worship services. For me, I’ve always enjoyed watching the flowers begin to bloom. So 
much time, energy, effort, and care that finally pays off. The sweet fragrances fill the air, and the colors show off God’s 
beauty and creativity. As we walk through neighborhoods and parks these next months, maybe we take an extra minute to 
stop and smell the roses… why not? Just as these flowers have been planted and are being used to show God’s glory, so 
too are we. God has planted us where we are, for whatever reason. May this be the season that we grow where God has 
planted us, that we bloom and show His glory, and that our love for one another be like a sweet fragrance as well.  

For His glory,  

Jacob Oglesby 
 

Youth Corner 

• Graduation: Special congratulations for all our students who celebrated their 

graduation this Spring! We had the opportunity to celebrate several in person, but we 

know there are many others to celebrate as well. Our prayers go out to you during this 

exciting season of change! 

• Sunday School: Last day of youth and younger student Sunday school was Sunday, May 

29th. We will resume Sunday School in the Fall.  

• Youth Group: Last Sunday evening youth group session was Sunday, May 29th. Watch 

for monthly events being planned! 

• VBS Night Camp: Sunday, June 12th through Wednesday, June 15th, from 6:15p-8:30p. All middle and high 

school students are invited to come hang out for games, snacks, and bible study!
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              June 2022 SCRIBE             

OUR STAFF 

Pastor – Ken Hohag 

Associate Pastor – John Graham 

Youth/Family Ministries Director – Jacob Oglesby 

Director of Ministries – Lisa Regennitter 

Administrative Assistant – Michelle Madison  

Organist – Barbara Gurnett 

Choir Director – Melanie Hohag 

Handbell Choir Director – Bill Fitzpatrick 

Keyboard – Landra Decker/Alexandra Cullen     

Ministers – All Members 

OFFICE HOURS 

Weekday Hours 

9:00am-2:00pm Tuesday-Thursday  

9:00am– 12:00pm Friday 

Sunday Worship 9:00am  

 

OUR MISSION 
Black Forest Lutheran Church glorifies 
God through worship, prayer, 
education, and service as 
ambassadors of Christ. 

CONTACT US 
Phone: 719-495-2221  

Fax: 719-495-2222 

E-mail: bflc@bflchurch.org 

Web site: bflchurch.org 

BLACK FOREST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12455 Black Forest Road 

Colorado Springs, CO 80908 

 

 Recipient Name 

Street Address 

City, ST  ZIP Code 

 


