
      THE SCRIBE 
 

 
 
From Pastor Ken  
 
 
 

 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 6 @ 11:45a 
Potluck – bring a dish to share! 

 
 

Sweetheart Dinner 
Saturday, February 26 @ 5:30p 

Our youth group offers a delicious dinner in a transformed Fellowship Hall served by 
our BFLC wait staff. Don’t miss this quality event! 

Theme: Northern Lights 
(See Page 5 for details) 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, March 2 @ 7:00p 

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. It is the service when a cross of ashes is 
traced on our foreheads to remind us that we aren’t on earth forever. Our lives will end 

sooner or later. It’s helpful to remember that, while we are limited, our God is not.  
Our lives are truly in His hands. 

 
 

Lent 
Lenten Soup Supper and Lenten Service 

Begins Wednesday, March 9 

6:00p Soup Supper 

7:00p Worship 

 

 
 
 
  



 
Joining Jesus on His Mission 

 
Join us each Sunday for ten Sundays, starting February 20, for another round of Greg Finke’s “Joining Jesus on His 
Mission” class.  If you are wondering what the fuss is about, or if you took the first class and would like to redo it, or if 
you’ve read the book and are super excited to take the class:  now is your opportunity to sign up on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall! 
 
Also remember we have monthly zoom calls with the author Greg Finke, as he walks alongside us in our endeavors to 
‘Join Jesus on His Mission’.  The next zoom call is scheduled for Tuesday, February 22 @ 6:30p.  Email Lisa for the link. 
Our Lord Jesus has done and continues to do all the hard things, like being God, having died for our sins, rising from the 
dead, and loving us exceedingly more than all human love combined.  We get the easy part like acts of kindness, 
consideration for the needs of others, and sharing the Good News of God’s love in other various ways including words.  
This is what the book/class are all about.  It is simple, easy and life changing for most. Call or email me with any questions 
 
Pastor John Graham 
719-500-9241  
pastorjohn@blfchurch.org  
 
 

Life Groups Round #2 

Our eleven Life Groups are doing well but are almost completely full!  God has blessed us and so we ask Him to bless us 
again with even more individuals who are interested in being Life Group Leaders. Life Groups are small groups of 8-12 
who meet monthly for prayer, fellowship, bible study and a meal.  It is a great way to grow in our faith and make new 
friends. If you are interested in joining a Life Group or leading one, please talk to Lisa in the office or Pastor John with any 
questions. 
 
 

Crossing the Neighborhood 

So many of us have received those little wooden crosses and invitation cards, giving them away to others with a message 
of God’s love.  Some of us have enjoyed it so much we have undertaken going home to home doing the same.  If you 
wish to come ‘Cross the neighborhood’ with us, talk to Pastor John.  Usually people go once per month, on a Saturday or 
Sunday afternoon, for an hour or so.  It is much easier, less scary, and a lot more fun that you at first may think. 
 
 

Men’s BBQ 

Our last men’s BBQ was Friday, January 21.  We heard a Biblical talk from David Havelka, had good brotherhood with the 
20 men attending, ate brats and some of us enjoyed a beer with it all.  Those are the four ‘B’s!  Watch the announcements 
for our next event once it is scheduled.  It is always a good and fulfilling (and filling) time.  Talk to Pastor John if you have 
any questions or want to be put on the email list for future gatherings. 
 
 

Facebook for BFLC 

For all you Facebook lovers out there we have created a new Facebook page for our congregation.  Please follow us by 
searching for “BFLutheranChurch” and hitting “like”.  Note that the old Facebook page just has a note to follow the new 
one, so be sure to get the new one which will read “www.facebook.com/BFLutheranChurch”.  In following us on Facebook 
you will get announcements, occasional devotions, pictures of events, links to our services and another way to connect 
with others of the church. 
 

mailto:pastorjohn@blfchurch.org


Announcements 

 

• Mom’s Group–Tuesday, February 8 @ 4:00p. Contact Karina Isley.  

• Greg Finke Zoom Call–Joining Jesus on His Mission. These have been fruitful calls for discussion on living out 
our faith. The next call is scheduled for Tuesday, February 22 @ 6:30p.  Contact Lisa at the office for the zoom link or 
Pastor John with any questions. 

• Senior Social, every 4th Wednesday of the month from 1:00-4:00p in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for our 
monthly get-together to socialize, play dominoes, or do crafts. Individuals bring their own crafts to work on. Others 
use the opportunity to just sit and talk. Next scheduled event is Wednesday, February 23 @ 1:00p.   

• Coffee Clean-up and Set-up–Just a reminder that we need volunteers to make coffee and clean-up during 
Fellowship Hour. Those wanting to help may call the office or sign-up in the kitchen. 

• 2022 Flower Chart is up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. Flowers are $18. When signing up, please print 
and indicate the occasion. 

• Spiritual Gifts Sheet–With us losing our information on Power Church, that also means we lost your Spiritual Gift 
Inventory. Please fill out a new inventory sheet – they are located on the table in the narthex. And yes, they might 
have changed since you filled out your last one. Take it home, pray about it, fill it out and return to Lisa’s basket! 

• Church Keys–With our security system almost ready to go, I need to know the following: 

1. If you have a church key. 
2. If you are not needing a church key at this present time, please put it in Lisa's box.  

We are going to conduct a training session on the security system, so it is very important for Lisa to know if you 
have a key 

 

Reminders 

Gary Nussbaum Funeral Service 

     Friday, February 4 @ 11:00a 

 
Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 6 @ 11:45a 
Potluck – bring a dish to share! 

 
 

New Member Reception 
Sunday, February 13 between services 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 

 
The Women’s Ministry of Black Forest Lutheran Church held a Saturday morning event to 
refresh, rejuvenate and revive at their 2022 kick-off REVIVE! Event on January 8! 
 
More than 60 women from the congregation and the community gathered to hear the 
keynote speaker, Krickitt Carpenter, co-author of the book – The Vow. Her book was also 
the inspiration for the box office hit – The Vow starring Channing Tatum and Rachel 
McAdams. 
 
Krickitt shared her experiences about the devastating car accident, brain injury, her 
permanent memory loss, and recovery. She also talked about writing a New York Times 
Best Seller book and walking the Red Carpet with Channing Tatum and Rachel McAdams 
at the premiere of the movie. 

 
Most importantly, Krickitt talked about her relationship with Jesus and how He and her faith community carried her through 
that unthinkable tragedy as a newlywed. Then, 25 years later she leaned on that that same strength and comfort when the 
vow that had become so famous was broken and ended in a painful divorce in 2018. Today, Krickitt is a substitute teacher 
near Phoenix, has an even closer relationship with Jesus and her 2 children and is planning to write a second book soon.  
 
Krickitt’s story reminded us that through Jesus we can find comfort, hope and encouragement, even in our most 
challenging situations.  
 
 

 

Social Ministry Hygiene Bags–Twice each year (spring and fall), the BFLC 
Congregation faithfully provides 40 hygiene bags to the people in service at La Puente in 
Alamosa. Each time these bags are delivered, it is clear what a true blessing these bags 
are to people in need in the San Luis Valley!  Each time we prepare these bags, the generosity of this congregation 
continues to amaze and overwhelm, and we thank you!  It is time again to prepare the hygiene bags which will be sent to 
Alamosa in the Spring.  There will be a list of necessary items placed in a small bag on the bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall.  Please take one home.  This is a list of suggestions for what is needed and any items on the list are appreciated in 
any amounts.  Please do not feel that you need to get every item on the shopping list!   

• Bandanas 

• Bar soap 

• Bath towels (may be used but clean) 

• Blankets  

• Bras (clean - new or used) 

• Brushes 

• Chapstick 

• Combs 

• Crew socks 

• Deodorant 

• Hand lotion 

• Razors 

• Sanitary products for women  

• Sewing kit (needles, safety pins, 
buttons, small spools of thread)  

• Shampoo (12.5 oz bottle) 

• Shaving cream 

• Shopping bags (large, cloth) 

• Small pill bottles (with labels removed) 

• Socks  

• Stocking caps 

• Sunscreen 

• Toothbrushes (individually packaged) 

• Toothpaste 

• Underwear (new) 

• Warm head bands 

• Warm shirts 

• Washcloths 

 

Items may be place in the cart in Fellowship Hall and marked “La Puente”.   

Thank you so very much for continuing to provide for our neighbors in need!   

“LOVE GOD, LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!” 

 

 

  



Mark Your Calendars! 

Sweetheart Dinner 
Make sure to mark your calendars for this year’s Sweetheart Dinner on  

Saturday, February 26 @ 5:30-8:00p in the Fellowship Hall.  

Tickets are $50/couple 
5:30p – Doors open with horsd’oeuvres and pictures   
6:00p – Seating begins 

 
Starters        Sides 
Shrimp and Crab Bruschetta      Oven Roasted Potatoes 
Pomegranate, Cheddar, Almond and Crispy Sage Cheese Ball  Roasted Carrots with Thyme 
 
Salad         Entrées 
Spinach and Mandarin Orange Salad     Maple Salmon 
         Vegetarian entrée available upon request 
Soup          
Potato soup        Dessert 

Baked Alaska 
         Blackberry Cobbler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BFLC is proud to present this year’s speakers, Sean and Lanette Reed.  For 14 years, the Reeds have 
spoken to thousands of people at marriage conferences, workshops, retreats, and churches. The Reeds 
have a unique way of presenting truths and practical tips that help couples thrive. Have you found 
yourself caving in to the demands of the moment? Or taking aggressive action without a fully fleshed-out 
plan or mutual agreement with your spouse? With humility, humor, and Biblical wisdom, XO Marriage 
speakers, Sean and Lanette share practical tips that helped them break the cycle of poorly navigated 
problems in their 22 years of marriage.  

The cost would be $400/couple (Please see Lisa for possible alternative payment options).  
This cost includes lodging, meals, and activities. We need to know by Friday, February 11 as we need a 

minimum of 15 couples to make this a go, so invite couples as well! 
 

God works in some beautiful ways, doesn’t He? 

Anticipate a healthy future for a lasting legacy! 

Please let Lisa know if you’d like to sign up! 

 

 

 

 

Marriage/Couple Retreat at 
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp 

April 1-3, 2022 



Mark Your Calendars! (cont’d) 

 

Thrivent Faith Builds/Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity 
 
Most of us are familiar with Habitat for Humanity - it brings people together to build homes, communities and hope.  
Basically, applicants must demonstrate that their current housing situation is unsafe, overcrowded, unhealthy or 
unaffordable.  Before moving into their home, Habitat homebuyers must complete 200 hours of sweat equity, attend 
mandatory homebuyer classes and participate in ongoing financial review.  They also must be able to pay a Habitat 
mortgage and show two years of income stability. 
 
Habitat is one of those programs that is a hand-up, not a hand-out.  Black Forest Lutheran Church has participated in 
many builds, but with only a handful of volunteers.  Currently, Ray Sherrier and Joe Dowdy are core volunteers, meaning 
they work at a site every week.  Lives are busy, we understand that.  Since our volunteer base is rather small, the Social 
Ministry Committee, wishing to remain active in this ministry, will be conducting a Tool Drive for Pikes Peak Habitat 
during the month of February.   Joe Dowdy has received a list of 5 tools the builders could use. Please check out 
the flyer on the bulletin board. We invite you to donate toward the purchase of the tools shown.  We have 
received a grant from Thrivent Financial of $250 to kick off this campaign.  Make checks out to BFLC with a 
notation “Tool Drive”.   
 

On Sunday, February 20, we have invited a speaker from Habitat to talk about how Habitat affects our 
communities.  Chloe Henry will be speaking in an upstairs classroom between services.   

Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 
 

 

Lenten Offerings 
Mekane Yesus Seminary 

  
The Mekane Yesus Seminary is in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  It is the largest seminary of what is the largest Lutheran body in 
the world.  We as the NALC have a significant and blessed relationship with both the Mekane Yesus Church and the 
seminary.  
  
You may have heard of efforts to raise funds for a revenue generating facility on campus.  A new six-floor building is 
almost completed on the campus.  A couple floors of the building will be rented to generate an income of at least 
$225,000/year.  The remaining floors will be available for the seminary and Lutheran Bible Translators.  By the grace of 
God, we now have good reason to believe that sufficient funds will be in place to complete that project by this coming 
spring.  Several people from the NALC have been hard at work on this for a number of years. 
   
Sadly, there is still great need.  The seminary was devastated by an unprecedented flash flood in August.  Although the 
large new revenue-generating building was untouched, damage on campus is in the millions of dollars.  Eight people lost 
their lives.  Much of the seminary will remain incapacitated until funds are raised to rebuild. 
  
The NALC has already jumped in to help.  We are encouraging all of our congregations and members to be in prayer for 
the seminary.  Dr. Gemechis Buba of our executive staff has been to Addis Ababa to talk firsthand with how we can 
help.  We as the NALC have already given a financial gift and are encouraging our congregations and individuals to 
donate.   
  
So, two messages to share with you.  First, celebrate and thank God for the new building.  What a gift and joy!  And 
second, let’s move forward with flood relief and rebuilding work.  We have shared in great work, let’s continue to move 
onward in mission and ministry! 
 

BFLC is also ready to jump to provide relief!   
The Social Ministry Committee is designating the Lenten offerings this year to this purpose.   

On Ash Wednesday, March 2, and the following five Wednesdays,  
our offerings will go to Mekane Yesus Seminary in Ethiopia. 

  

 
 



Mark Your Calendars! (cont’d) 

 

 
50th Anniversary Celebration 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 

You are invited to join us Sunday, April 24, 2022 
Worship Service (Time TBA)  

Followed by Brunch and Reception at:  
Wedgewood Weddings & Banquets, 12375 Black Forest Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80908 

RSVP by April 1, 2022 
 

 
In-person registration with payment begins Sunday, February 27 between services.  A table will be set 
up in fellowship hall.  To keep the attendance of this event affordable for everyone, the suggested 
cost is $10 per individual or $25 per family.  This is only half the cost per individual – prices are the 
same for children and adults.  If you can donate more, it would be greatly appreciated!  
 

We are happy to announce that Bishop Selbo will be celebrating with us on this occasion. 

  

 

With Joy and Thanksgiving, we Praise God as  

Black Forest Lutheran Church Celebrates 50 Years of  

Worship, Education, Service and Witness to Christ our Savior 
 

 



Didi in the Congo 

From November 30th to December 20th, we spent time in Nairobi Kenya in relation to my health condition. It was also a 
good opportunity to be with Drs. William and Margaret Obaga. They served as our host in Nairobi and took us to all the 
appointments we had.  

We also had a chance to visit Theovision offices in Nairobi. We made the connection with a plan that in August/September 
2022 we will host a Theovision team from Nairobi who will visit Kongo Central (in the DRC) for the project of recording the 
Old Testament in Kikongo. We found out that Theovision had already audio-recorded the New Testament in the Kikongo. 
This is an exciting partnership, and we look forward to this visit.  

Celebration of Christmas was at the New Mission site in Sanzi, the location of our new church. This was one way of 
fellowshipping and thanking God who kept us safe during the year 2021. We worshipped God and celebrated the birth of 
Jesus. Our service included the Holy Communion given for the first time at this new site. Over 120 participants gathered, 
of whom 40 came from Boma and the rest from the local community. We praise the Lord that in few months this mission 
site will become a full congregation. After the worship service we shared meals to celebrate the Christmas Day. We also 
donated school uniforms and shoes to our orphans who already attend school. Pray that the members joining this 
congregation may be able to build a church.  

As we were preparing to celebrate the New Year Eve and a virtual birthday celebration of our daughter, Sarah, we 
received the sad news that Serafina’s mother had gone to be with the Lord. Her body was taken to Cabinda/Angola for 
burial, and we were able to be present during this occasion. We thank so many of you who received this news and prayed 
with us.   

Prayer requests: 

 Pray for the new and growing Sanzi mission, for God’s provision as the congregation tries to fix a more reliable 
and effective roof shelter in the place of palm leaves. 

 Pray for a needed elementary school and health center projects for this isolated community.   

 Pray for the orphans we care for who have now returned to school for the year 2022/2023 and for the women 
escaping violence and abuse in the family or the community.  

 Pray for Serafina and her family for comfort, peace and strength. 

 

 

Don’t Forget!  



Thank you! 

 From Allan Oman: “Kathi and I want to tell you how much we appreciated the opportunity to worship with you and your 
congregation. We enjoyed the Cantata and are thankful that we could receive Holy Communion. We hope you and the 
congregation remain healthy. Also, we had a nice visit with Nadine and Woody after worship. They represent Black 
Forest Lutheran Church very well. And we enjoyed meeting Melanie. She does a wonderful job with the choir.” 

 From World Mission Prayer League: “Thank you for your prayers and gift of $1,400.” 

 From: Rainbow Trail Lutheran Church:” Thanks for your recent gift of $135 to Rainbow Trail’s Annual Fund. And 
thanks again for BFLC’s support of RTLC. We’ve had a phenomenal year and 2022 looks even better!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Crist 1 Adaline (Allie) Graham 18  Greg & Tracy Kleine 4 
Michael DeBlois 1 Cody Hoelscher 18  Joe & Vonda Dowdy 12 
Matt Seebach 2 Wolf Thielmann 19  Jerry & Judith Jergensen 14 
Tammie Anderson 4 Jennifer Havelka 20  Randy & Lynn Pierce 14 
Jessica Herrin 4 Katherine Leland 20  Bill & Kathy Schwindt 14 
Mike Nifong 4 Ginny West 21  Bill & Mary Lynn Willis 14 
Nadine Duffin 6 Andrew Betts 22  Dave & Jan Henderson 23 
Bethany Mahurn 7 Larry Lockwood 23  Craig & Laura Knox 29 
Valerie Bates 9 Craig Knox 24    
Joyce Witte 9 Betty Thomas 24    
Amanda Graham 10 Lilly Hite 25    
Joyce Donicht 11 Pat Holte 26    
Dennis (Keith) Bailey 12 Karl Miller 26    
Angelique Spadaro 12 Patsy Wurster 26    
Judy Burke 14 David Havelka 27    
Ashlyn Klein 14 Michael McGlothlin 27    
Kenneth Kvols 15 Cameron Regennitter 27    
Griffin Fitzpatrick 18 Margaret Zancanella 28    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Greetings all, 

As we see the start of a new year, I always try to look back through the year and count my blessings. Even though it was 
a strange year in many ways there seemed to have been blessings around every corner. I look forward to our annual 
meeting where we will have the opportunity to go over these together.  

Throughout this month we have continued to offer youth group sessions which are every Sunday evening from 6-7:30p. 
The recent resurgence of Covid as well as bad weather has been affecting many of our groups and gatherings this month; 
but regardless of the surrounding conditions I continue to encourage and urge the students to invite their friends and 
classmates and we enjoy our times together as well. These meetings continue to be a great time for us in the life of the 
church and I am enjoying the time I have with the students. We play games, get to know each other better, have a quick 
snack, and we also get to share in a Bible study as well. Come check us out.  

Along with these weekly set meetings with the youth I am still connecting with the students on a regular basis, including 
both youth and young adults. We are offering confirmation class to students every Wednesday from 6:30-8:00p, Sunday 
School from 9:30-10:15a, and one young adult meeting every month. I also meet with at least two students or young 
adults for dinner/coffee at least once every two weeks. If you would like to be put on my schedule to meet for coffee just 
let me know. It’s on me! 

For our big events we had scheduled our youth Lock-in which was going to be January 14th-15th but due to weather we 
had to postpone this event until the first weekend in February. We also have our annual sweetheart dinner on February 
the 26th beginning at 5:30p (see page 5 of this Scribe for additional information on the Sweetheart Dinner). We have 
begun prepping for these events and are so excited to be able to host this event. Last years had to be cancelled due to 
Covid so it is nice taking small steps back to normalcy in the life of the youth. 

We have also continued to offer both Sunday School and Wiggle Worship. We have had a great time in planning and 
running these classes in the past and are excited that we get to continue offering them this semester. Sunday School is 
from 9:30-10:15a and the ages are Pre-K – 5th grade with Maureen Lang, 6th – 12th grade with me, and all others are 
with Pastor Ken or Pastor John. Wiggle Worship is after the children’s message in the second service and is for 3–7-year-
olds and is led by Amy Churchill or one of her volunteers. Dave Wintermute also begins both Sunday School and Wiggle 
Worship with a magic show. The children then receive an age-appropriate lesson and be returned to their parents before 
or during communion. 

For His glory,  

Jacob Oglesby 

 

 
Youth Lock-In 

Friday, February 4, starting at 8:00p through  
Saturday, February 5 @ 8:00a.  

The theme this year is “Under Construction”. Ages 12 to 18 are 
encouraged to attend! If interested, please add your name to the 

signup sheet on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Looking forward to seeing you there! Contact: Jacob Oglesby. 
 

 

Wiggle Worship Helpers 
Youth that would like to be put on the schedule to volunteer as Wiggle Worship Helpers  

are asked to contact Amy Churchill or Jacob Oglesby. 
 





 

 

 

              February 2022 SCRIBE            

OUR STAFF 

Pastor – Ken Hohag 

Associate Pastor – John Graham 

Youth/Family Ministries Director – Jacob Oglesby 

Director of Ministries – Lisa Regennitter 

Administrative Assistant – Michelle Madison  

Organist – Barbara Gurnett 

Choir Director – Melanie Hohag 

Handbell Choir Director – Bill Fitzpatrick 

Keyboard – Landra Decker/Alexandra Cullen     

Ministers – All Members 

OFFICE HOURS 

Weekday Hours 

9:00am-2:00 pm Tuesday-Friday  

Sunday Worship 8:00a & 10:30a  

 

OUR MISSION 
Black Forest Lutheran Church glorifies 
God through worship, prayer, 
education, and service as 
ambassadors of Christ. 

CONTACT US 
Phone: 719-495-2221  

Fax: 719-495-2222 

E-mail: bflc@bflchurch.org 

Web site: bflchurch.org 

BLACK FOREST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12455 Black Forest Road 

Colorado Springs, CO 80908 
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