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From Pastor Ken  
 
 

“The time is fulfilled; the kingdom of God is at hand.  
Repent and believe in the good news.  

Then follow me.” 
 
 
These are the first words our Lord speaks in Mark’s Gospel. They are also the words that Greg Finke will focus on this 
week, Sunday, October 3. 
 
Greg is a Lutheran pastor and author of the book, “Joining Jesus on His Mission”. We’ve been hearing about him for over 
a year. Now we’ll get to meet him and talk with him. 
 
Don’t miss Greg this Saturday morning, October 2 from 9:00a-Noon in the BFLC Fellowship Hall for a workshop on  
“Being an Everyday Missionary”. The goal is not to add to your already busy schedule, but to encourage you to live out 
your faith in your regular places and activities. How can you give a little encouragement, a little care, to the people you 
see there? Don’t miss this Saturday morning workshop! 
 
Then on Sunday, October 3 @ 9:30a in the Fellowship Hall, Greg will preach in worship and will lead our class entitled 
“Why Missional Life Fizzles”. 
 
Greg has the clearest, most practical and faithful response to Jesus’ call that I have heard. We have such a great 
opportunity to learn and grow this weekend. Don’t miss it! 
 
 

Schedule 
 

Saturday, October 2 9:00a-Noon Workshop “Being an Everyday Missionary” 
Sunday, October 3 8:00a, 10:30a Worship  “What Will You Do?” 
 9:30a Class  “Why Missional Life Fizzles” 
 

 
 *  *  * 

 
 

Sunday, October 10 begins our focus on Stewardship – how we manage all that God has given us. 
 

We’ll hear of Jesus’ encounter with the rich man. The man thought all he had belonged 
to himself. That’s a sure way to lose perspective on life and allow things to get out of 
balance. 
 
Jesus speaks tough words to the man, yet it’s obvious that he says them because he 
loves him. The same is true for us all. 
 
This month, be reflecting on your life. How has the Lord gifted you? For what purpose? 

 
 

Prayer:   Lord, take me and use me up, as you will, where you will, when you will, with whom you will. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

“Follow Me” 

Here at Black Forest Lutheran Church, we have been using the term “Joining Jesus” a lot.  It is a 
class.  It is a book title.  It is the name of a weekend workshop with Greg Finke.  Hopefully the primary 
meaning you hear is how it means to live the Christian life.  Jesus says to us, “follow me”, and so we 
do follow Him where He goes, thus ‘joining’ Him. 

Where is Jesus working?  In the lives of all who need reconciliation to God (2 Corinthians 5:19).  He 
is loving people, forgiving people, redeeming people, giving people life in abundance.  This is where 
we join Him. 

How can we join Jesus at BFLC?  He calls us to learn from Him, so joining a class is a good idea.  He 
also calls us to get together in His Name, so joining a Life Group or another small group is a good 
idea (and worship on Sundays).  Jesus calls us to do good works for others, so a person can join the 
many people here who help at the soup kitchen, or the many small projects done to help others, or 
even a random act of kindness to help a complete stranger.  He also calls us to make disciples and 
share the good news of all He does for us, like our salvation.  We can join Jesus in this way not only 
by our deeds of love, but by the words God gave us: pointing people to Jesus, to His love, to His 
reconciling of the world to Himself. 

Jesus is my Lord, and Savior, and is super awesome!  When you hear the term “joining Jesus” I hope 
you will think, “This is my life as a Christian”.  We are here to help.  God bless you all. 

-Pastor John Graham 

 

 

Life Groups! 
 
Life Groups are off to a great start with 78 persons enrolled so far.  If you haven’t signed up for one 
yet it is not too late! There is still room in some of the groups.   
 
Contact Lisa or Pastor John for more information!   
  



Announcements 

 

New!! 
 

• Fellowship is active again! Although you will find the Fellowship Hall busy between 
services, and the setup may look different from week to week, please know that you 
are still invited to worship there! We need people to sign up for set-up and clean-up 
or this will not be able to happen. Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the kitchen 
by the dishwasher. 

 

• Monthly Knit-Crochet Class – Lorraine Wallace will be hosting a monthly “knit and crochet” class at her home on 
the first Wednesdays of each month, from 9:00-11:00a. The first class is scheduled for Wednesday, October 6.  

 

• First Communion Retreat – BFLC will be hosting our annual first communion retreat on Saturday, October 9 from 
10:00a-2:00p at the church. If you or a student is interested in joining this event, please 
let the office know.   
 

• Pumpkin Carving – BFLC is also hosting its annual pumpkin carving event Saturday, 
October 23 from 2:00-4:00p. The pumpkins and cider will be provided but feel free to 
bring your own snacks and drinks. If you are interested, please fill out the signup sheet 
on the bulletin board or let an office staff member know by Wednesday, October 13.  
 

• New Member Reception – Sunday, October 24. Wear your nametags. 
 
 

Practices 
 
Handbell Practice – Practices on Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Bill Fitzpatrick. 

 
Choir – We are inviting you to join us! We sing approximately twice a month at alternating worship 
times. If you are interested, please come to our practices on Wednesdays @ 7:00p. See Melanie 
Hohag for more details. 
 

 
 

Planned Activities 
 

Mom’s Group – This month’s event is scheduled for Wednesday, October 13 @ 4:00p. We will be horseback 
riding at Kris Partridge’s house. Wear boots and a helmet. Bring a fall snack in case you get the munchies! 
Contact Karina Isley for additional information. 
 
Senior Social – Every 4th Wednesday of the month from 1:00-4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for 
our monthly get-together to socialize, play dominoes, or do crafts. Individuals bring their own crafts to work on. 
Others use the opportunity to just sit and talk. This month’s event is scheduled for Wednesday, October 27. 
Contact: Lavonne Hidy. 

 
 
 
 
 

Helping our church family members in need! Amy Churchill is looking for volunteers that would 
be willing to occasionally drive members that are no longer able to drive themselves to Church so 
that they can attend a worship service.  Please contact Amy or talk to Lisa if you would like to be of 
service.   
 

 

 

Sundays in October 

• October 3 – Greg Finke 

• October 17 – Confirmation Sunday 

• October 24 – New Member Reception 
  

Volunteers Needed 



Announcements 

 
 

Mark your calendars! 
 
 

 
 
Fall Workday is scheduled for Saturday, October 16 from 
8:30a-12:30p. Duties include raking pine needles, trim/cut 
back plants in garden areas, putting back patio furniture, and 
much more. Lunch will be provided. Sign-up sheet is on the 
board in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A new twist for Christmas Tea! 
Saturday, December 4th at 10:00a. 

The theme this year is “Season of Love”. 

There are many opportunities where your help is needed – set up, decorating, 
clean up, and tear down. New this year is the option to adopt a table and it will 
be yours to decorate including the centerpiece. If you'd like to volunteer, attend 
the Christmas Tea Committee Meetings, or have questions please call Paige 
Summerfield. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prime Timers! 

 November's host activity will be a movie night. There is a one night only showing of 
"The Most Reluctant Convert". This is a movie about the life of C.S.Lewis, looking back 
on his conversion journey from vigorous debunker to the moment he finally "gave in, 
knelt and prayed, and became perhaps the most reluctant convert in all England". It 
will be showing at the Regal Interquest Theater on Wednesday, November 3 @ 7:00p. 
Each person can purchase their tickets and we could meet at Cheddars after the 
movie for dessert and discussion. Please let Karen Gourley know if you would like 
to join. She will make the reservations at Cheddars (in the same parking lot as the 
theater). Hope to see everyone there! Contact Karen Gourley.  



Announcements 

 
Didi in the Congo 

 
Didi and Sarafina are back working as Christ’s disciples in Boma and in Tshela.  Five years ago, when they first arrived, 
they met a starving orphan on the street.  He was unable to finish school without anything to eat.  Didi fed him and provided 
for his schooling for the final two years.  Elie has been in training with a law firm.  Whilst working for his Bachelor of Law, he 
can still work as a public defender and is counseling other 
orphans to help they to grow in their faith.   

The new vehicle is a great help as he can more effectively travel 
between his home and the seminary in Tshela.  The shirts and 
cooking items have been largely distributed to many people.  In 
all, the collections, even though they took a long time to get to 
Boma, have shared God’s love with many people.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Habitat for Humanity/Faith Builds 

 
Members of Black Forest Lutheran will be partnering with Bethel Lutheran to work on a Habitat house on Saturday, 
October 9, from 8:30a to 4:30p.  If a full workday isn’t possible, please consider half a day.   
 
Thirty Habitat homes are going to be built at the Ridge at Sandcreek.  This location is right in the center of Colorado 
Springs, crossroads of Babcock and Galley - take Galley west from Powers and then left on Babcock Road.   The work 
site is one block down Babcock, then left and left on an unmarked street.  You can see the construction site from Babcock.  
Currently we have 3 two-story houses in the works – all at various stages. 
 
One of the very excited future owners is Brittany Dion and her 9-year-old son.  Dillion has autism and is a handful, but 
Brittany says he’s the joy of her life.  She has already begun some of her sweat equity – two hundred hours are required 
to qualify for a Habitat home.  She must also be able to pay an affordable mortgage.  
 
One of these homes is the 16th build in Colorado Springs that Thrivent has supported.   What is so special about 
Thrivent’s involvement is the fact that they contribute 50% of the cost of a house.  Habitat and churches partner to come 
up with the remaining 50%.  Thrivent and its clients have contributed $267 million to build or repair 5,387 homes in the 
US. 
 
Please let Mary Montie know if you can help on this build.  Lunch will be provided, and we will need a count.  No 
experience is required, training will be available on site.  Thank you. 

 

 

There are still funding issues to pay the instructors at the 
seminary and Didi needs prayers for the healing of his left eye.  
However, he has a new stove and refrigerator, after 5 years. 

Didi and the people of Boma need our prayers and support to 
enable them to continue their mission. 

 

El Porvenir 

With a grant from Black Forest Lutheran Church,  
El Porvenir partnered with the community of El Rincon, 
Terrabona to build and install 6 fuel-efficient cookstoves. 
Erica del Carmen, 27, mother of a 2-year-old, was 
concerned because before this project she had to cook 
practically on the floor, putting her children and visitors at 
risk. “Now we use less firewood, and my house is no longer 
full of smoke. This stove is not only beautiful and safer but 
cooks fast and stays hot.” 

https://www.facebook.com/elporvenirnicaragua?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWVbB1mWZKZkbTgB4PikvlNJk5obrlxJOb5a9Ez1qQ12-U6oDjQJj7WGPqXtzPLvhWVAW_k8VBHb3itDwwltsRvuDZkej7qLKoclWAnFyz8_AbV5l4HgB4C4rL-WI2xuxhBIZUOdHqUKjQ-HJeAPDakt6FdSJCUf6oEm6CbMqZjug&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


50th Anniversary Year for Black Forest Lutheran Church 
January 10, 1971  

A Little Bit of History 
 
BFLC continued to grow.  At the end of 1992 we went to two worship services to accommodate 345 members.  The 
nineties brought many new ministries inside and outside our walls: 
 

• An annual Christmas Tea was held for the women in our congregation and in the community  

• Men’s Service Organization gave men the opportunity to assist families with various projects  

• Women’s and Men’s Bible Studies offered at various times 

• The implementation of Stephen Ministry was completed 

• A Health Ministry was established, which hosted an annual flu shot clinic 

• Bunko, Uno, Barn Dances and Dinner for Six  

• A Ministry Fair was held to display the many activities that people could involve themselves 

• Vacation Bible School continued to grow under the leadership of the Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp staff  

• Quilters were busy making quilts for several organizations (hundreds of quilts a year!) 

• A handbell choir was added to our music program 

• The Senior and Bell choirs went to care facilities to sing 

• Cristo Rey Centro Luterano Church in El Paso, TX became our mission partner 

• Korean Lutheran Church became our mission partner   

• Youth and Adult mission trips served in the border area and in Juarez, MX 

• Bonds were strengthened in the San Luis Valley 

• Began the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation ministry 

• Partnered with Habitat for Humanity 

• Congregational Retreats were held at the beautiful Wittwer Ranch in Guffey, CO 

• Pastor Ken visited Madagascar and presented a guitar to the church they were visiting  

• Pastor Daniel from Madagascar visited BFLC 

• Pastor Ken led a trip to the Holy Land 
 
In 1994 we hired an Education/Youth Director, Mark Sokol, which resulted in real growth in the breadth and quality of what 
we could offer our youth.  In 1996 Pastor Ken became Dean of the ELCA Southeast Colorado Conference.  Following 
Sandy Nutter’s retirement, Melanie Hohag became our new senior choir director. 
 
In 1996 there were several celebrations in recognition of our 25th Anniversary.  Abels, Deckers, Steinkes and Wittwers 
served on the anniversary committee to make the year extra special in commemorating 25 years of worshiping and 
serving our Lord. 
 
In 1997 the Fundraising Committee kicked off efforts to raise funds to renovate the Fellowship Hall and add an 
educational wing to the building.  This renovation would include a commercial kitchen, relocating and enlarging the music 
room, enlarging meeting facilities, relocating the furnace room, remodeling and enlarging the nursery and adding an 
outside play area.  The Groundbreaking Ceremony was held in August 1998.   
 
Fellowship Hall demolition was completed by the middle of August – all by volunteers!  However, due to delays in getting 
approval of the building plans, the construction process got held up, and we did not get the hole for the foundation until 
December.  Staff complained that Pastor often disappeared once the “man toys” began arriving, but they always knew 
where to find him.  He liked the BIG trucks. 
 
Once we got into our fall schedule, it was necessary to practice patience and creativity in conducting parish life in rather 
cramped quarters.  It was an exciting time! 

 

 

50th Anniversary Banner 

Save the Date!! 
 

As you know, this is Black Forest Lutheran Church’s 50th Anniversary year.  Our big celebration is going to be 
Sunday, April 24, 2022, so SAVE THE DATE!  Due to COVID it was necessary to postpone our in-person 

celebration.  We hope you are reading our history/memory articles in the Scribe.  The latest addition to 
commemorate our 50th is the banner that has been hung in the narthex.  We thank Donna Reiner for her design 

and beautiful work in creating it.  As you enter church the remainder of this year, notice the banner and give a 
silent prayer of thanks to our awesome God for this place of worship in the forest.  Not only is this where trees  

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you from BFLC! 
 
The Picnic Committee would like to thank the youth who contributed two dozen cupcakes each! These 
wonderful bakers include Sarah Pratt, Jenna Yonce, Lily Carlson, Shannon Kosman, and the Makowsky 
girls!  We thank the moms too! 
 

 *  *  * 
 
The BFLC Quilting Group would like to thank everyone who has contributed to our group. We 
appreciate all the fabric and other supplies we have received. So far in 2021, we have donated 180 
items to our mission in El Paso and to La Puente in Alamosa, 29 large quilts, 25 medium quilts, 101 
small quilts, 20 dogs and 3 turtles. Watch for our annual pencil sales in November and two beautiful 
hand-stitched quilts to be awarded at the Christmas Tea on December 4. We welcome any donations 
and anyone who wants to join our group. 
 

*  *  * 

 
Social Ministry – La Puente was a success! BFLC delivered 74 blankets, 40 hygiene bags, and 3 large 
bags of children’s clothing. Thank you to all the volunteers and donations! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Wolf & Rachael Thielman to their new baby boy!  
Sterling Walker Thielman 
Born September 13, 2021 

8lbs, 1 oz., 21” long! 

 
 

 

 

 From Cheryl Pontious, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Tyler, Texas: “Hello from Our Savior Lutheran Church in 
Tyler, Texas. My name is Cheryl Pontious and I manage the NALC Disaster warehouse at our church. Mary 
Bates brought all your wonderful supplies to us for storage. Your “Stuff the Truck” items were awesome!  

I thought you might like to know your supplies were included in our delivery to Good Shepherd Church in 
Metaerie, Louisiana on September 21. We sent a 26” truck loaded with 350 flood buckets, 411 health kits, 
diapers, quilts, along with men and women hygiene supplies. So, thank you! God is good all the time! 

 From The Open Bible Baptist Church: “Thank you for your generous donation of $900. We sincerely appreciate 
your donation!” 



 

 

 

 

 

Greetings all Jacob here, 

As we close out the month of September, I am reminded of just how blessed we are here at BFLC. We have had 
the opportunity to worship at our outdoor worship area and now that we have moved back inside to two services we are 
blessed to move back to a more normal weekly schedule.  

Throughout this month we have continued to offer youth group sessions every Sunday evening from 6-7:30p. Be 
sure to Invite your friends and classmates because it is an absolute blast. These continue to be a great time for us in the 
life of the church and I am enjoying the time I have with the students. We play games, get to know each other better, and 
we also get to share in a Bible study as well.   

Along with these weekly set meetings with the youth I am still connecting with the students on a regular basis, 
including youth and young adults. We are offering confirmation class to students every Wednesday from 6:30-8:00p, 
Sunday School from 9:30-10:15a, and one young adult meeting every month.   

We typically hold at least two youth events every month. These have been a blast and have varied from volleyball 
to table tennis, from smores to late night movie events. During the month of September, we had to postpone two events 
due to potential Covid exposure. Even though we had pushed these events back we have still had the opportunity to host 
many great events for both youth and families and are looking forward to the events we will be able to host in the future.  

 We have also begun the Fall semester of both Sunday School and Wiggle Worship. We have had a great time in 
planning and running these classes in the past and are excited that we get to continue offering them this semester. 
Sunday School is from 9:30-10:15a, and the ages are Pre-K to 5th grade with Maureen Lang; 6th to 12th grade with me; 
and all others are with Pastor Ken or Pastor John. Wiggle Worship is after the children’s message in the second service 
and is for 3- to 7-year-olds.  

We are looking forward to some amazing events and times in October including our first communion retreat on 
Confirmation Sunday on October 17, and our annual pumpkin carving event from 2:00-4:00p on Saturday, October 23. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 

For His glory, 

Jacob Oglesby 
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OUR STAFF 

Pastor – Ken D. Hohag 

Associate Pastor – John Graham 

Youth/Family Ministries Director – Jacob Oglesby 

Director of Ministries – Lisa Regennitter 

Administrative Assistant – Michelle Madison  

Organist – Barbara Gurnett 

Choir Director – Melanie Hohag 

Handbell Choir Director – Bill Fitzpatrick 

Keyboard – Landra Decker/Alexandra Cullen     

Ministers – All Members 

OFFICE HOURS 

Weekday Hours 

9:00am-2:00 pm Tuesday-Friday  

Sunday Worship 8:00a & 10:30a  

 

OUR MISSION 
Black Forest Lutheran Church glorifies 
God through worship, prayer, 
education, and service as 
ambassadors of Christ. 

CONTACT US 
Phone: 719-495-2221  

Fax: 719-495-2222 

E-mail: bflc@bflchurch.org 

Web site: bflchurch.org 

BLACK FOREST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12455 Black Forest Road 

Colorado Springs, CO 80908 
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