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December-2020 

Advent 
 

Advent means coming. It could be the advent of Spring or the advent of a new age. But for us, Advent is the 4-week 

season of the church year when we await the coming of Christ into our world and into our lives. First, we hear of Jesus’ 
little visits as he comes to us in the ‘least of these.’ Then we’ll hear how he straightens out what is crooked and out of 

place in our lives. Then it’s John the Baptist who is a witness to the light of His coming. Finally, the angel comes to Mary 
with the astounding news of His birth. He is coming. Don’t miss any of Advent.  

 

Come and worship in person. We have plenty of room, 6 feet apart with masks. 
Come and worship in your car. Tune into 104.1 and enjoy worshipping on our property without a mask. 

Worship online at bflchurch.org. Notice our improved audio and video. Tune into last week’s service at your regular 
worship time. 

 

    
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Friday, Dec. 24 

3:30p, 5:30p. 7:30p 

 
Thank you for letting us know your plans for Christmas Eve. This helps us realize we have a problem. We already have  

too many who want to attend our 3:30 service. We often have large numbers on Christmas Eve. This year we are limited 

to 25% capacity in the sanctuary as well as in the fellowship hall.  
 

More guests worship at BFLC during Advent season than any other time of the year. We are convinced that God is calling 
us to reach out to our neighbors and this season is a great way to welcome our guests. This year, I don’t want our 

neighbors to hear, “There is no room for you at the inn.”  
 

Would you consider worship at 5:30 (2/3 full now) or 7:30 (1/2 full now)? We will probably need to do reservations this 

year. So far we have ideas of numbers attending but no reservations. These may be online or an app. Don’t panic.  
We’ll let you know more soon.  

 
In all this remember the most important message we have to share: “Joy to the World the Lord has come!”  

 

 
 

Staff 
 

Jeanette Gould is leaving her role as our Ministry Coordinator to be able to spend more time with her family amid  

Covid and her boys doing school at home. Thank you, Jeanette, for sharing your gifts with us during these past  
3 1/2 years. 

 
Lisa Regennitter is taking on many of Jeanette’s responsibilities, so our mutual ministry committee is looking for an 

additional administrative staff person. See inside for job description.  
 

 



 

Fair Trade Coffee products & Olivewood-will be for sale this Sunday between services in the fellowship hall. 

Please social distance.  

 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS-are on the table in the narthex.  

 
 

OFFICE HOURS-Closed at noon on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31. Closed on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.  
 
 
POINSETTIA SIGN-UP-If you would like to help defray the cost ($10), please make a check out to BFLC with a 

notation in the memo line “poinsettia” and put in offering box. You can denote the name of a loved one you wish to 
dedicate or remember on the sign-up sheet. The plants may be picked up following the 7:30p Christmas Eve service.  
 
 

BFLC STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT-It has been the practice for many years to invite special contributions from the 

members of the congregation towards a cash Christmas gift for the paid staff of BFLC. This includes the Pastor, Ministry 
Coordinator, Youth/Family Ministries Director, Admin. Assistant, Organist, Choir and Bells Director.  
 
 

2021 FLOWER CHART-is up on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Flowers are $18.00. When signing please 

print.   
 
 
BOOK STEW-is cancelled for 2021 due to COVID.  

 
 
SOCIAL MINISTRY is looking for committee members-This committee is unique in that it only meets twice a 

year but accomplishes much ministry through the year. We coordinate the many ministries that serve outside our own 

walls on a national, regional and local basis. If this could be a fit for you, contact Dave Reily.  

 
 

NOTE FROM BLACK FOREST CARES-A total of 179 pounds was received Thanksgiving Eve, thank you for all your 

donations. We are in need of loaf hams for Christmas-the loaf hams are small enough for our families. 

Thank you!  Lydia  

 
 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE Making Party Online!!! On Saturday, the 19th @ 2:00p we are having a zoom party and 

making gingerbread houses together. We will have Gingerbread House making kits available asking a $5.00 donation  

(one per family) but you and your family are encouraged to think outside the box and come up with any other 

decorations you can think of! We will be making these houses together live so make sure and provide your email address 
so we can send you the zoom link. The house making kits will be available for pickup Thursday the 10th through Friday 

the 18th at the office. Limited Supply so Sign Up Today! 
 

 
Administrative Help Needed-We are hoping to hire someone to help in the front office to do administrative work 

for the church.  The job will be for 20-30 hours each week.  Work requires greeting visitors, answering phones, word 

processing, filing, and other administrative duties.  The job will open up in January.  If you are interested, please mail or 
turn in your resume to Lisa at the front office.  

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

William Isley  1  Spencer Ward  2  Colton Swenson 3    

Woody Duffin  5  Dave Lisowski  5  Sarah Pratt  6         

Zach Regennitter 6  Lyn Anderson  7  Mary Campbell 7                  

Kendra Henderson 8  Bruce Betts  9  Jan Knupp  9                        

Landra Decker  10  Mike Romans  10  Cheryl Dubry   11                        

Linda Sherrier  11  Lynn Pierce  12  Christine Bury   13                        

Zoe Johnson  16  David Campell  17  Don Ketels  17                           

Lillian Makowsky  17  Anne Hayes   19  Lavonne Hidy   19                        

David Klein  19  Lena Olson   19  Jane Goodman  21                        

Kent Stalnaker  21  Katelyn Gurnett 22  Sandy Fariss  24                          

Jack Hooker  26  Kathy Steinke   26  Bob Ucman  26                           

Jon Fountain   27  Randy Johnson  27  George West   27                          

Payton Wurster 27  George Kerstein  28  Arnie Spencer  29                         

Linda Pratt   31 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

Stephen & Christine Makowsky  4  Lorraine & Tom Wallace  6                                                   

Jan & Rives Duncan    17  Jim & Martha Johnston  20                                                    

Mike & Jutta Romans   28  John & Angelique Spadaro  28                                                       

Mickey & Cindy Bannister   29  Bruce & Laura Betts   29                                              

Mike & Mary Nifong   30  Brian & Avelyn Green   31                                                  

John & Jennifer Rutherford   31 

 

    Cynthia Winford’s book, ‘Banking on Bridges’- this is a republished and revised novel of IRMA'S STORY, 

which is out of print since the publisher went out of business, and I wanted the story to be available to readers. 

Irma finds refuge on the streets of Chicago after an abusive marriage and leaving her son behind. One day, she hopes to 

find him and explain why she became homeless and left him. While hiding under a bridge along the Chicago River, she 

be-friends Jerry, a homeless Vietnam vet, and falls in love. Together they begin a quest to leave the streets in search of a 

better life. However, one hindrance after another stops them from their goal. In the end, will they find a new life in the 

suburbs of Springfield? Does Irma find her son and reconcile?               

 

 

 

 



 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR 2021! 

-FORGIVING WHAT YOU CAN'T FORGET- Starting Tuesday, Jan. 5 at 6:30p, meet every other week.   

You deserve to stop suffering because of what other people have done to you. Have you ever felt stuck in a cycle of 

unresolved pain, playing offenses over and over in your mind? You know you can't go on like this, but you don't know 

what to do next. 

Lysa TerKeurst has wrestled through this journey. But in surprising ways, she’s discovered how to let go of bound-up 

resentment and overcome the resistance to forgiving people who aren’t willing to make things right. With deep empathy, 

therapeutic insight, and rich Bible teaching coming out of more than 1,000 hours of theological study, Lysa will help you: 

Learn how to move on when the other person refuses to change and never says they're sorry. Walk through a step-by-

step process to free yourself from the hurt of your past and feel less offended today. Discover what the Bible really says 

about forgiveness and the peace that comes from living it out right now. Identify what's stealing trust and vulnerability 

from your relationships so you can believe there is still good ahead. Disempower the triggers hijacking your emotions by 

embracing the two necessary parts of forgiveness.                                                                                            

Books and study guides are here and you can pick them up in the office, they are $24.22.  

 

-REDEEMING LOVE by Francine Rivers Starting Thursday, Jan. 7 at 6:30p, meet weekly.  

We will be doing the companion study on the book Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers.  It's a "powerful retelling of the 

story of Gomer and Hosea. Redeeming Love is a life-changing story of God’s unconditional, redemptive, all-consuming 

love." Quote from Amazon book description. 

The book is available through the library in 3 formats: book, e-book and audiobook.                                                            

Let Paige Summerfield know if you would like to join them. 

  
 
 
 

END OF THE YEAR 
December 31-Donor must deliver or mail (postmark) on or by this date in order to claim a charitable contribution 

deduction for 2020.  

 
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship service on 2021 will not qualify for a charitable 

contribution deduction in 2020, even if the check is predated to 2020 or was actually written in 2020. However, checks 
that are written mailed and postmarked in 2020 will be deductible in 2020 though they are not received by church until 

2021. If you have questions, please contact the church office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

We had a wonderful response to the Stewards of God’s Influence focus this year. So many of you returned the Estimate 

of Giving forms and were even more generous in your commitments this year.  On behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

we thank you for your response and your generosity. You are truly Stewards of God's Influence!   

If you haven't had a chance to return the form yet, no worries, you can still fill it out online, drop it in the offering box or 

mail it to the church office.    

We also ask you to continue to pray for all the ministries of BFLC during these challenging times and ask that you offer up 

a special prayer asking for guidance and discernment on behalf of the Church Council as they prepare a budget for 2021 

and determine how best to use the generous gifts you and others have committed to give.  

I'd also like to thank three other wonderful Stewards of God's Influence - Bob Ucman, Karen Gourley and Jacob Oglesby - 

for all their help and support these past few weeks.   

Wishing you a blessed Christmas,  

Patsy Wurster, Stewardship Committee Chair  

 

                                                                                                                         

When you’re doing your shopping think of us! Amazon Smiles 

  

Did you know that Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable 
organization of your choice and Black Forest Lutheran Church is a choice for the designated charity.   

 

 

 Kelsey & JC Mobley welcomed the arrival of their new daughter Abigail Annabell on Nov. 22, 2020.  

                     She weighed 6 pounds 6 ounce. Grandparents are Kent & Janeen Anderson.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccpixs.com/ccimages/its-a-girl-gold-foil-text/1260/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

Reverse Advent Calendar                                                                                                                            

Each Day add an item to a box.                                                                                                                     

On Dec. 13 bring in your box for Black Forest Cares. 

Nov. 27  Box of Cereal   Nov. 28  Peanut Butter  Nov. 29  Stuffing Mix                       

Nov. 30  Boxed potatoes  Dec. 1  Mac-n-Cheese  Dec. 2  Canned fruit                      

Dec. 3  Chicken Noodle soup Dec. 4  Canned tuna  Dec. 5  Cake Mixes/icing                       

Dec. 6  Applesauce  Dec. 7  Cranberry Sauce Dec. 8  Ham                             

Dec. 9  Spaghetti Sauce  Dec. 10  Pkg. of pasta  Dec. 11  Pkg. Oatmeal                  

Dec. 12  Canned Sweet pot.  Dec. 13  Canned pumpkin  

 

 

Thank you so much for the wonderful donation of hygiene items! You are making a huge difference for people 

in the San Luis Valley community.    La Puente Staff 

Thank you so much for your recent gift of $243 to Rainbow Trail’s Annual Fund.   Dave Jarvis, RTLC  

Thank you for your donation of $950 to Mosaic in C/S in support of Partners in Possibilities.  Pastor David deFreese 

Thank you for the gift of $425 to support theological education and pastoral formation in the NALC. Rev. Eric Riesen  

Thank you for the gift of $500 to Spiritual Orphans Network.  Pastor David Breidenbach 

Thank you for your gift of $800 designated for Foster Care South. Jane Meehan, Lutheran Family Services  

 

THANK YOU to all members who filled and donated shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child, a joint effort of 

the Social Ministry and Evangelism Committee. 89 boxes were collected and brought to the Samaritan Purse 

Distribution Center.   

 

 

 

https://customersrock.wordpress.com/about/
https://customersrock.wordpress.com/about/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

Hello all, Jacob here! 

Greetings all, 

 This month really seemed to rush by. As many of you are now aware we are entering into another 

stricter season of distancing and planning. Most of the month of November went by with little issue other 

than the extra steps needed to maintain safe practices. I had the opportunity to meet with many students and 

young adults one on one, taking them out to meals or walking around the church property together. I also had 

the opportunity to call, text, and video chat with other teens and young adults. Although more distanced again 

I am appreciative of all of the time I get to spend with our wonderful students and young adults. Our 

confirmation class continued to meet in person but we are now transitioning online. I look forward to 

continuing our class time together, even if it is digitally.   

 There were several events/ activities that were planned for the end of November into December, but 

many of these are going to be postponed due to concerns over current events. That being said we are 

planning on doing some digital activities and zoom meetings together which, although distanced, will still be a 

good time.  

 Although current events will be limiting our meetings, events, and activities we are still planning on 

offering Sunday School and Wiggle worship through the month of December. We will also be doing smaller 

scale Advent activities, likely limiting these to only the students present in Sunday School, as well as continue 

to hold our confirmation class online.  

We rest on the truth that God is still all-good and all-powerful and that He is full of love for us, His children. 

For His glory, Jacob Oglesby 

 

Check out Kids Corner on the website! Some fun interactive videos! 
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OUR STAFF 

Pastor - Kenneth D. Hohag 

Ministry Coordinator - Jeanette Gould 

Youth/Family Ministries Director – Jacob Oglesby 

Administrative Assistant - Lisa Regennitter 

Organist - Barbara Gurnett 

Choir Director - Melanie Hohag 

Handbell Choir Director - Bill Fitzpatrick 

Keyboard – Landra Decker  

Ministers - All Members 

OFFICE HOURS 

Weekday Hours 

9:00am-2:00 pm Tuesday-Friday 

 

Sunday Worship 8:00a & 10:30a (Mask required.)    

 

 

OUR MISSION 
Black Forest Lutheran Church glorifies 
God through worship, prayer, 
education, and service as 
ambassadors of Christ. 

CONTACT US 
Phone: 719-495-2221  

Fax: 719-495-2222 

E-mail: bflc@bflchurch.org 

Web site: bflchurch.org 

BLACK FOREST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12455 Black Forest Road 

Colorado Springs, CO 80908 
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