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Advent 

 
Advent is the four week season of hope and expectation as we await the birth of Jesus 
our Lord.  During this time, there are many events to learn from and enjoy.  

 
The Real Christmas 

 
What was the world like at Jesusô birth? How kind was King Herod? How trustworthy 
were religious leaders? What was Bethlehem like? We'll focus on these and other ques-
tions as we see what the gospels say about óThe Real Christmasô, a new 4-week Sunday 
adult class starting Dec. 2.  Join Pastor Ken, Sundays at 9:30a in the sanctuary.  
 
 

Advent Sundays 
 

Sunday, Dec. 2  The Crooked made Straight 8 & 10:30a 
   Fair Trade/Olivewood Sale 9:30a 
   The Grove    5:00p 
 
Sunday, Dec. 9  The Voice: John the Baptist  9:30a 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 12 Caroling    6:30p 
 
Sunday, Dec. 16  Cantata: Appalachian Winter 8 & 10:30a 
   The Grove    5:00p 
   Christmas Program  6:30p 
 
Sunday, Dec. 23  Maryôs Story   8 & 10:30a 
    
Monday, Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
                 3:30p, 5:30p, 7:30p  
 
 
 

Special Study Group Recommends: 
1. Calling an associate pastor 
2. Consider a preschool 
3. Update technology  
   See details pg.  



Mini Fair Trade  
 
It was a big hit last year, so we have scheduled another fair trade to 
make your Christmas shopping a happier, easier experience with 
just a walk into Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Dec. 2 between  
services.  When you purchase an item from any of the displays, 
you are buying a unique gift and impacting a life in another  
country.  On display will be olive wood from the Holy Land, beads, 
aprons, and bags from Uganda, coffee, tea, chocolate,  
*New* K-cups from the Fair-Trade program and a variety of items, 
through the Lutheran World Relief program.  Remember, we can 
only accept checks or cash.  As an extra bonus for those of you 
who liked the Martin Luther carving from last year - it has been 
reduced to $35. 
 
 As you know, Micheal Zoughbi is battling lung cancer.  His  
medical bills are piling up fast.  I will be offering the 18ò doll 
clothes again, and this year 100% of the proceeds will be sent to 
Micheal to help with those medical expens-
es.  The clothes are reasonably priced  
from $8 - 12. 

Youth Christmas Party!:  
 
We'll be gathering at the Hanson abode on Sunday,  
Dec. 9th at 6:00p to play some festive yule tide 
games, sing some songs, have some food and do a 
White Elephant gift exchange! Sign-up!  



Sundays in December 
 
Dec. 2 Advent Begins-Children will be doing 
a special activity every Sunday during Advent, 
in between services.  
The Grove at 5:00p! Theme: Hanukkah  
 
 

 
 
Dec. 9-Worship at 8:00a & 10:30a 
 
Christmas Youth Party at 6:00p at the 
Hansonôs home.  
 

 
 

 
Dec. 16ï Cantata at both services. 
 
The Grove at 5:00p. (Sign-up for potluck.) 
 

  Intergenerational Christmas Program at 6:30p 
 
 
Dec. 23-Worship at 8:00a & 10:30a 
 
 
 
Monday,  Dec. 24-Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Worship 
3:30p  5:30p  7:30p 

 
 
 
Dec. 30 ï 
College led worship at 8:00a & 10:30a 



When your doing your Christmas shopping  

think of us!  

 

Amazon Smiles  
 
Did you know that Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible  
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of your 
choice and Black Forest Lutheran Church is a choice for the  
designated charity.   
 
 
 
 

Book Stew 2019  
 
The Book Stew is scheduled for Jan. 6, 13, and 20, 2019. We will 
be accepting any books you would like to donate starting  
Dec. 9 in the fellowship hall. This yearôs proceeds will be donated to 
the Salvation Armyôs Support for Veterans.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and donations.  

BFLC Staff Christmas Gift 
 
It has been the practice for many years to invite special 
contributions from the members of the congregation 
towards a cash Christmas gift for the paid staff of 
BFLC.  This includes the Pastor, Ministry Coordinator, 
Youth/Family Ministries Director, Administrative As-
sistant, Organist, Choir and Bells director. 
 
If you would like to contribute to the staff gifts you may: 
Indicate the purpose and amount on the front of the ñOtherò area on the 
face of regular contribution envelope or in the ómemoô section of your 
check.  



Posadas  
Join us for a trip to El Paso to celebrate Posadas (the inn) a 

traditional Mexican celebration. Help with this event and 

enjoy a new tradition. Worship with a Mary and Joseph  

reenactment and children³s play, Mexican 

dinner, mariachis and pinata.  

 

We will be  leaving Friday, Dec. 7 and  

coming back Sunday, Dec 9.   Each  

individual is responsible for their meals, 

gas and accommodations are covered. 

Open to everyone. Talk to Karen Pforr.  

Grandpa³s Favorite Christmas! 
 

Black Forest Lutheran Church  

Christmas Program  

Grandpa³s Favorite Christmas 

 
You are invited to our annual Christmas  

Program on Sunday, Dec. 16.  The  

program will start at 6:30p, but we³d love to have you and 

your family attend the Grove prior, which starts at 5:00p. 

The Grove has been a positive experience for several of our  

members.  It includes music, a message and a potluck in a 

very cozy atmosphere.  

 

Of course, the Christmas program this year will include the 

reading of the Christmas story, but leading up to it, we will 

visit some troops serving along the front lines in France  

during the Great War.  See what happens in our hearts  

because of the love God sent in the form of a babe so many 

years ago.  Following the program we would love to share in 

dessert - Christmas cookies!  Please bring a plate to 

share.  We will provide hot cocoa and cider.  



Kids Toys Donations: Itôs that time of year again, when we 
spoil our children senseless. But what to do with all of those 
old, lightly used toys lying about? Well friend, I have an op-
portunity for you! The childrenôs ministry is in need of a vari-
ety of toys for a playroom weôre putting together for kiddos 
ages 3-7. Action figures, trampolines, play workbenches, and 
more are needed to help flesh out our kids space and make it 
fun and inviting. Please notify Jeremy 
(thegrove@bflchurch.org) with any donations you may have! 

Mission Endowment Fund 
 
As we approach year end, you may wish to maximize charitable deduc-
tions. One way to accomplish this is to contribute to the Mission Endow-
ment Fund. The MEF manages gifts to the church under an investment  
concept. Disbursements, beyond the operational budget of the church, are 
made to worthy causes primarily from the income earned on investments. 
The Black Forest Fire Disaster Fund, Wounded Warriors, Restore  
Innocence Project and Didi Panzo have benefited. Charitable gifts to MEF 
can include cash, securities, real estate or life insurance. If you need more 
information, or would like to donate please contact committee members, 
Ed Storey, Lora Kobilan, Bill Dieckhoff, Chris Cooper or Kathy Schwindt.  

Recycle Your Cards 
 
What do you do with all those beautiful Christmas cards 
sent to you? What about all the sample cards from  
organizations wanting a donation? Do you feel sad  
throwing out lovely birthday and anniversary cards 
youôve received? Well, they can be recycled. BFLC will 
be collecting them (look for the basket in the fellowship 
hall) and sending them to St. Judeôs Ranch for Children 
for its Recycled Card Program. St. Judeôs turns the cards 
into ñnewò cards and sells them in packets. All occasion 
cards are accepted; birthday, anniversary, thank you, get 
well, holiday, etc.  
 
Social Ministry Committee 

mailto:thegrove@bflchurch.org


A new event is coming your way;  

Line Dancing Lessons . Great 

exercise for the body and brain. 

Your body moves to music; your 

brain learns the repeated steps.  

Come Dec. 21 at 10:00a, in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

See Chris Cooper  

December Wedding Anniversaries  

Stephen & Christine Makowsky  4 
Tom & Lorraine Wallace                  6 
Rives & Jan Duncan                      17 
Jim & Martha Johnston                  20 
Mike & Jutta Romans                    28 

John & Angelique Spadaro           28 
Mickey & Cindy Bannister           29 
Bruce & Laura Betts                      29 
Mike & Mary Nifong                    30 
Brian & Avelyn Green            31 
John & Jennifer Rutherford          31 

Our special study group gave their final report at a special  
congregational meeting, Sunday, Nov. 4. 
 
After over a year-long study, our group has numerous  
recommendations for BFLC , including that we: 
 
  1. Call an associate pastor in 2019 who weôll spend 50% 
time in  outreach to surrounding community.  
 
 2. Explore the feasibility of hosting preschool.  
 
 3. Update church technology.  
 
You can read details and additional recommendation in the report.  
Copies available in the office.  



Theology on Tap for Young Adults:  Join us every 
Tuesday night at 6:15p at Cleats Bar & Grill East (6120 
Barnes R) as we discuss various  
theological ideals and/or Bible passages over 
some tasty pizza and brews. We³ll chat for a 
little over an hour and then feel free to stick 
around and play some ´Geeks Who Drinkµ pub 
trivia! 

End of the Year 
Tax Information and Deadline 
 
December 31 
Donor must deliver or mail (postmark) on or by this date in order to claim 
a charitable contribution deduction for 2018. 
 
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship  
service on 2019 will not qualify for a charitable contribution deduction in 
2018, even if the check is predated to 2018 or was actually written in 2018. 
However, checks that are written mailed and postmarked in 2018 will be 
deductible in 2018 though they are not received by church until 2019. If 
you have questions, please contact the church office.   

Black Forest Cares says a hearty thank you for  
generously donating food, turkeys 
and monetary donations for our  
families this Thanksgiving!  



Church-Wide Caroling: We're coming together on 
Wednesday, Dec. 12th at 6:30p to carol out in the com-
munity and bring some holiday cheer to those who need 
it most. We'll then head back 
to the church for some hot 
cider and cookies! Text or 
talk to Jeremy, to let him 
know that you're  
coming! :) 

Cantata  both services on  
Sunday, Dec. 16  

 
Appalachian Winter  

A Cantata for Christmas  



Senior Luncheon  
 

Come and join us for the Senior Luncheon/Potluck on  

Thursday, Dec. 20 at 11:30a. The day being so close to the official 
first day of winter, we ask that you bring your favorite hearty soup to 
share or delicious bread (i.e. comfort food for the cold days ahead). 
Jeremy will speak of his vision as our Youth and Family Ministry 
Director and hopefully we can spend some 
time singing Christmas carols together.  
(We promise it will be singing as a group, no 
solos will be required of anyone.)  

Advent Sunday School: Throughout December 2 nd , 9th , 

and the 16 th , the children and teenager Sunday School  

programs will meet together during the 9:30 -10:30a hour to 

work on a family advent wreath project and learn about the 

deep meaning behind the advent sea-

son!  

Nursery 

 

We have openings for adults in January to help out in the 

nursery. This is a paid position. If you are interested contact 

Jeanette in the office.  



Poinsettia Sign -up 
 

A sign -up will be posted on bulletin board in fellowship hall. If 

you would like to help defray the cost ($10), please make a 

check out to BFLC with a notation in the memo line 

´poinsettiaµ and put in offering plate.  You can denote the 

name of a loved one you wish to dedicate or remember on the 

sign-up sheet. The plants may be picked up following the 

7:30p Christmas Eve Service.  

Office Hours 
 
Close on Dec. 21 & 28 at noon.  
 
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1  
 
Black Forest Cares will be closed on Dec. 28.  

Dec. 30 Young Adults will lead 
the service! 
 
If you would like to be a part of it, 
please contact Jeremy!  

Advent devotionals 
are on the table in 
the narthex.  





2019 flower chart is up on the bulletin board in the  
fellowship hall. Flowers are $18.00. When signing up please 
print.  

Senior Social  
 

 
Takes a break in Nov. and Dec.- 
Will resume in January, 2019 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 27 at 11:45a 
Potluck, bring a dish to share! 
 
 
Committees donôt forget to turn your Annual Reports 
into the office or email to bflc@bflchurch.org by Friday, Jan. 4.  

Coffee schedule is up. Sign-up to help clean or set-up!  


